Birmingham City Schools
National Issues Forum in the Classroom

Lesson Plan

Teacher: Jerry Darrell Strickland




Date: 

Grade: 7th


Subject: Civics


Period:
Standards: (ALC10 ) Describe individual and civic responsibilities of citizens of the United States.

Examples: individual—respect for rights of others, self-discipline, negotiation, compromise, fiscal  

responsibility; civic—respect for law, patriotism, participation in political process, fiscal responsibility

•  Differentiating rights, privileges, duties, and responsibilities between citizens and noncitizens

•  Explaining how United States' citizenship is acquired by immigrants

•  Explaining character traits that are beneficial to individuals and society

Examples: honesty, courage, compassion, civility, loyalty.
Big Picture Question:  Should we strictly enforce the law and deport people who are here without permission, or would deporting millions of people outweigh their crime? Should we welcome more newcomers to build a more vibrant and diverse society, or does this pose too great a threat to national unity? Should we accept more of the growing numbers of refugees from war-torn regions, or should we avoid the risk of allowing in people whose backgrounds may not have been fully checked? Should our priority be to help immigrants assimilate into our distinctively American way of life, including learning English, or should we instead celebrate a growing mosaic of different peoples?
Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation):  Students will have been introduced to the concepts of immigration and citizenship through lesson plans provided (see https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/citizenship-participation). Once these concepts have been established we may begin NIFs deliberative process aimed at a particular issue, in this case, “Coming to America: Who Should We Welcome, What Should We Do?”
(Day 1)  Students will be handed a small questionnaire as they come through the door.  The questions should reflect the graphs on page 2 and 3 of the NIF Book, “Coming to America” (i.e. How many immigrants are coming into the United States? How do we choose who is admitted now? Has the rate of immigration increased? How many undocumented immigrants live in the United States? Who are “the DREAMers”?)  Using the information gathered, teacher and students can create a “human bar graph” in the classroom.  Get the students up and moving!  Have the students express the numbers as a percentage on three separate “pie graph” graphic organizers.  This is a wonderful way to teach “across the curriculum,” tying in math concepts to your own lessons.  Now, break the classroom into three groups, making them the “expert” on the three positions covered in the booklet, which are:  Option 1: Welcome Immigrants, Be a Beacon of Freedom; Option 2: Enforce the Law, Be Fair to Those Who Follow the Rules; Option 3: Slow Down and Rebuild Our Common Bonds.  Teacher should lead these three groups into a whole group discussion covering the three positions.  Students will then view the “Coming to America: Who Should We Welcome, What Should We Do?” video.  For homework, students should complete NIF Lesson 8: Focus on Forums.  Students should begin keeping a binder (teacher provided if possible) with all handouts, as they will be using them on a regular basis for the next several days.
Introduce Issue (Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Pre-Survey):  (Day 2) Students will be given “Discussion Starter I: What I Think Now” as they enter the classroom, allowing them time to organize their thoughts and review the previous day’s activities.  After finishing the handout, groups of four students (at least one higher level and one lower level reader per group) will engage in jigsaw reading of the NIF booklet’s summaries of the three positions on “Coming to America: Who Should We Welcome, What Should We Do?”  Using the group’s summaries, one note-taker (see nomination process below) will complete “Issue Book Handout I: Identifying the Choices;” completing this worksheet will help the individual members focus on the issue, illustrating both the strengths and weaknesses of each position.  The group leader (note-taker), who can be chosen by the teacher – either focusing on the charismatic student that all the children look up to, the special-needs student that will not be able to do some of the more in-depth work alone, or through a lottery, wherein the colored slips will include one piece per color with a star, will now lead the group though handouts 2 and 3.  These worksheets allow the students to get more in –depth with each of the positions, revealing their own biases and favorites among the choices.  Next, students will, using the assigned homework from last night, create a list of rules, procedures, and expectations for the upcoming forum, giving them ownership of the deliberative process.  Teacher should gently guide the discussion to reflect already established classroom rules, and NIF Guidelines.  Student groups will now be assigned the position that they will be expected to defend during the forum.   Students will complete the Pre-Forum Questionnaire as assessment for the day.  For homework, students should complete “Issue Book Handout 4: Recognizing Trade-Offs.”   
Deliberating the Choice (Forum): (Days 3 and 4) During the day’s deliberative forum, students should consult their completed “Issue Book Handouts” 1 and 2, as well as Discussion Starter 1.  Students will complete “Discussion Starter 2: What I Think Now” while participating in the forum; again, practicing active listening.  Teacher (or a student chosen through an elective process) will act as forum moderator, guiding the conversation through Discussion Tips listed in Section 2, Step 3 of NIF Teacher Guide.  Teacher should be sure to remain objective throughout the forum.  Teacher should make it a point to elicit position statements from every group member.  Each group’s leader will act as note-taker, listing the key points covered during the discussion and making sure that each group member has been given a chance to speak.  As a closure, the teacher will lead a whole-group discussion around “Discussion Starter 3: Summing Up.”  For homework, students should complete “Discussion Starter 5: Questions I Still Have” in preparation for the classroom discussion on Day 5.
Content Identifiers (IDs/Vocabulary): cultures, religions, ethnicities, population, immigrants, DREAMers, DACA, refugee, naturalization
Summary and Reflection (What has been learned?/Post-Survey): (Day 5) Students will be given “Discussion Starter 4: What I Think Now” as they enter the classroom.  This worksheet will act as a quick review of the last two days, and a way for the students to own the forum.  After finishing the handout, students will share their questions they came up with during their homework assignment.  Without starting another forum, the whole class will respond to their peers’ questions and try to direct the questioner to a source where they may find an answer.  Students will now complete “Discussion Starter 7: What’s Next” in preparation for the project mentioned below.  As an assessment tool, students will complete Forum Assessments 1, 3, 5, and 6.
Assessment strategies: Students will self-assess using “Forum Assessment” handouts mentioned above; evaluating everything from themselves, their peers, and the forum, to the teacher as moderator.  Students will also be assessed using classwork assignments listed throughout the lesson plan; homework assignments; and a rubric based assessment will be used for the community service project following the forum.
Materials: NIF Issue Book (“Coming to America: Who Should We Welcome, What Should We Do?”); charts and graphs listed throughout the lesson plan; NIF Issue handouts listed throughout the lesson plan; NIF Issue video; in-class technology; classroom art supplies (i.e. butcher paper, markers, etc.); web articles mentioned throughout the lesson plan.
