Birmingham City Schools National Issues Forums in the Classroom Lesson Plan
Skill of The Week: 
  Active Listening                                Week of: 

                   School Year: 2011-2012
Teacher: Ms. Zakiya Jenkins
                                                School:  W. J. Christian


       Subject: World History

Introduction: The first step in preparing for a National Issues Forum is to choose an issue for your class to deliberate. You may use an issue featured in an NIF issue book, or your class may decide on its own forum issue. Please know, whichever route your class takes, the strength of the forum is in the deliberation itself – the issue you choose is secondary. It is possible to complete the forum in a week; however my lesson covers a two-week period.
BPQ: How can we have an effective democracy without informed citizens?


       Monday-                                  Tuesday-                          Wednesday-  
        Thursday-                          Friday-
	Lesson Introduction
	National Issues Forums Purpose: We are here to move toward a public decision or CHOICE on Democracy’s Challenge: Reclaiming the Public’s Role
	Choice does not mean necessarily Approach one, two, or three but reaching common ground about the issue.
	
	
	

	Objectives/ Expectations
	Students will 
· Identify the character traits a good citizen should have. 

· Explain what it means to be a good citizen and identify duties and responsibilities of citizens. 
· Become oriented to National Issues Forum using several teacher directed activities (Intro video, NIF vocabulary terms (IDs or identifications) in their composition notebook.
	Students will 
· Participate in a deliberative process.

· Gain a deeper understanding of a public issue.

· Become aware of one’s place in a community.

· Show respect for the skills, abilities, experiences, and views of others.

· Students will adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (conventions, style, and vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.
	Students will 

· Participate in a deliberative process.

· Gain a deeper understanding of a public issue.

· Become aware of one’s place in a community.

· Show respect for the skills, abilities, experiences, and views of others.
	Students will 

· Participate in a deliberative process.

· Gain a deeper understanding of a public issue.

· Become aware of one’s place in a community.

· Show respect for the skills, abilities, experiences, and views of others.
	Students will read, discuss, and express their opinions about an issue.

Students will participate in the deliberative process.

	Student Activity
	Motivation: Students will take about 15 min and design a decorative page depicting good citizenship using the 5-5-5 technique (Five colors, Five words or phrases, Five pictorial representations).
The teacher will introduce NIF to the students by allowing the students to 
1. View the  NIF introductory video (VHS) – 10 min
2. Pass out the issue book brief– Democracy’s Challenge

3. Work through the ideology – NIF is not a debate

4. Define  NIF voc (IDs)

5. Students will receive their NIF work folder containing all lessons and discussion starters (The teacher will make a class set and students will complete everything in their composition notebooks).
	Begin by addressing the questions students have based on the previous day’s closure activity (3-2-1)

Design the Introductory page for their NIF issue in their composition notebooks using the 5-5-5. In addition, they must include the Alabama Course of Study Standard and the objectives for the NIF lesson as they are listed on the board.
Students will complete the Democracy’s Challenge Pre-Forum Questionnaire

Students will read over the Issue in Brief silently and then complete Discussion starter 1
Discussion Starter 1 – What I think now (before the forum) Page 3.47
Each activity for today is scheduled for 10 minutes. Students will discuss their responses to discussion starter 1 with a partner.
	Video Clip (small section) of 
Democracy’s Challenge: Reclaiming the Public’s Role found on the NIF website
www.nifi.com 

Class work:

Complete all lessons in the handout guide provided by the teacher.

Lesson 1: 
     You’ve Got Issues

Lesson 2: 
    Politically Speaking

Lesson 3:

   What is Public Opinion?

Lesson 4:

 Understanding Public Policy

Lesson 5:

   Time to Deliberate

Lesson 6:

   Making Trade-offs

Lesson 7:

   Finding Common Ground for Action

Lessons are found on Pages 3.3 – 3.16


	DISCUSSION: As a class we will discuss all responses to the lessons students completed on the previous day in addition to each accompanying knowledge check. Students will complete all assignments in their composition notebook.
Lesson 1

Knowledge Check 1

Lesson 2

Knowledge Check 2

Lesson 3

Knowledge Check 3

Lesson 4

Knowledge Check 4

Lesson 5

Knowledge Check 5

Lesson 6

Knowledge Check 6

Lesson 7

Knowledge Check 7

Knowledge Check Questions are found on Pages 3.21 – 3.33
	NIF Quiz: (This is left to the teacher’s discretion depending upon the students you have).
Students will complete all Issue Book Handouts (#’s 1-4).

Issue Handout 1: Identifying the Choices

Issue Handout 2: Analyzing Choices 

Issue Handout 3: Understanding Who Benefits

Issue Handout 4: 

Recognizing Trade-offs

Issue Handout Pages 3.39 – 3.45



	Teacher Activity
	The teacher will monitor the students during each activity to answer any questions the students might have and to assist them as they work.
The teacher will also inform parents about NIF by posting the information on the Parent tab on the class website which will include the what, when, why of NIF
	The teacher will monitor the students as they work and help them through the discussion by monitoring the conversation.
	The teacher will record student responses to each of the tables on the board which enable the students to correctly complete their responses.
	The teacher will monitor the students as they work and be available if students have questions.
	The teacher will serve as the facilitator today and guide the students through the discussion.
The teacher will use the discussion questions found on page 2.11 of the NIF binder. The teacher will randomly select the questions (i.e. How has this issue affected you personally).

	Closure
	3-2-1 Activity on an index card:
· Three things I learned

· Two things I found interesting

· One question I still have 
	Talk with your 3 o’clock partner. Tell him or her who you will invite to the forum and why.
	Think-Pair-Share:
What you would like to create as a final product to demonstrate your NIF knowledge?
	3-2-1 Activity on an index card:
Three things I learned

Two things I found interesting

One question I still have
	Write a reflection about NIF using the ‘Say Something’ handout. Be sure to use one comment from each box to ensure you have a thorough reflection.

	Extension
	Complete NIF vocabulary for homework. Keep in mind students will have started defining the IDs / vocabulary in class.
	
	Complete any lessons you did not complete in class. 
	Complete assignments in your NIF folder if needed. It will be due soon.
	Read the Issue Book. Use sticky notes or highlighters to flag any information you may have a question about.
Discussion Starter 2: What I Think Now (During the forum) Page 3.49


Content (Identifiers – ID’s/Vocabulary/Main Terms, People, Places, Events, etc)
· Moderator
· Recorder

· Forum

· Deliberate

· Deliberative Process
· Public policy
· Choice

· Benefits

· Costs

· Trade-offs

· Common Ground

· Approach
· Coarseness
· Public opinion
· Interest groups

· Sovereign 

Resources/Materials/Technology
· National Issues Forums Website

www.nifi.org

· Democracy’s Challenge Issue Book

NIF Research Office

100 Commons Road

Dayton, Ohio 45459-2777

Phone: (1-800-433-7834)

· Teacher prepared folder for students discussion starters and selected lessons 

· National Issues Forums Binder (Lessons to be used according to teacher discretion).

· VHS video

· Issue video clip found on the NIF website

· Index cards

· Pens

· Pre-AP Main Idea Handout (attached)
· ‘Say Something’ handout (attached)
· Clock Partner Handout          http://www.readingquest.org/strat/clock_buddies.html   
· Promethean Board

· Crayons and Color Pencils

· Chart Paper and Markers

· Rolling Computer Lab

· Internet Access

7th Grade ACOS Standards
#12 Explain how the United States can be improved by individual and collective participation and by public service. 
#12a Identifying options for civic and community action

#12b Participating in the political process

#12c Identifying ways adults participate in the political process

National Curriculum Standards and NIF
II. Time, Continuity, and Change


F. apply, ideas, theories, and modes of historical inquiry to analyze historical and contemporary development, and to inform and evaluate actions concerning public policy issues

Meeting the National Standard II: In considering issues and viable solutions, students will need to examine what has been done in the past as well as how changes in policy would affect people in the future. While meeting or exceeding this standard, students will have shared their experiences and insights in a public setting. In addition, students will have to consider their tone, volume, and word choice as they speak to other participants.

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]





[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.]
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Democracy’s Challenge: Reclaiming the Public’s Role





Approach One: Democratic Values: Rebuilding democracy’s moral foundation


As a nation, we have become self-indulgent and self-absorbed, inclined to accept neither hard choices nor sacrifice. The emphasis on individual rights and personal freedom has undermined democracy. In recent decades, the moral curriculum has been neglected; this is a key element in our public troubles.





Approach Two: Web of Connections: Reinventing Citizenship


Democracy requires the ability to work together on common concerns- civic skills that most people learn in clubs, church groups, and local associations. The public square is emptying because many Americans aren’t making the civic connections that form the habits and sharpen the skills of citizenship.





Approach Three: By the People: Bringing the public back into politics


Government is no longer “of, by and for the people.” Governance is something politicians do, not something that involves us. In a democratic nation where the people are supposed to be sovereign, citizens have lost control of the government. The political system has to be fixed so citizens once again have a central place in it.
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