Birmingham City Schools

National Issues Forums in the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Introduction

The first step in preparing for a National Issues Forum is to teach the NIF Guidelines for conducting a public forum.  A discussion of the NIF Guidelines is important to set the tone for a deliberation which is not a debate.  Teachers may design creative ways to review the guidelines, i.e. ask students to list important rules for a public discussion, then compare their rules with the NIF Guidelines; or, ask students in small groups to explain why each NIF guideline is important in a public discussion.  Before beginning this process, the teacher should read the entire NIF Binder to develop a clear picture of the deliberation process and the main focus for the lesson.  

Secondly, students should choose an issue for deliberation.  They may use an issue featured in a NIF issue book, or your class may decide on its own forum issue. Creating your own issue does require experience with the NIF deliberation process. Please know, whichever route your class takes, the strength of the forum is in the deliberation itself – the issue you choose is secondary. Choosing an issue that is of interest to your students is important to motivating student engagement in the process.  
Birmingham City Schools
National Issues Forums in the Classroom

LESSON PLAN

Teacher:  Ms. Tasha Brownlee, Wenonah High School                                       
  
Date: __________
Grade:  Grade 10 (Secondary)        
Subject: United States History 10         

Period: _________ 

Issue:  Slavery or Freedom Forever: What’s at Stake in the Kansas-Nebraska Act? 
     www.fpc.edu/neccl
National Standards: 
V. Individuals, Groups & Institutions; 
VI. Power, Authority, Governance; and Production, Distribution, & Consumption

ACOS Standards:
Alabama Course of Study #9:  Summarize major legislation and court decisions from 1800 to 1861 that led to increasing sectionalism, including the Missouri Compromise of 1820, the Compromise of 1850, and the Dred Scott decision.
Objective: 
The students will be able to analyze the institution of slavery to determine whether its existence should be determined by the people or by governmental officials.
Big Picture Question: Did slavery threaten to divide our nation or did it attempt to unite a new nation through economic prosperity? 
Materials:

· NIF Binder and Video
· NIF Lessons #1-9                                                                                       
· Pre & Post Forum Questionnaire

· Videotape American Vision Glencoe edition (Shaping a New Nation)       Historical documents

· Maps outlining the lines of sectionalism                                                         Issued Textbooks
· Political Cartoon (Kansas-Nebraska Act; “Bleeding Kansas”)                          In-class technology

· Issue Map (located in the back of issue book  pg. 14)                                   Dry Erase desk top maps
Note:  Order free materials online (www.fpc.edu/neccl) and give yourself four to five weeks for arrival.  Assign the Issue book the Friday before you begin the forum so that students will be knowledgeable of the topic and approaches to be discussed. The NIF lessons #1-7(located in the NIF binder) as homework may also be assigned.
Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation) Date(s) _________
· Day 1: Before you begin, invite a student to choose a place in your classroom to hang the National Issues Forum poster and guideline poster. This ensures that all students understand the importance of treating their classmates as equals. Next, students will watch NIF Video: National Issues Forum in the Classroom.  After video, students will be given an issue map. The map will illustrate the boundaries of slavery created by the Missouri Compromise.
· Day 2: Begin the day by activating prior learning.  Review Homework NIF Lessons #1-7 from previous Friday.  The lessons are designed to set the stage for the deliberation process. 
· Day 3: Begin with reflection from previous day. Discuss Approach Two: “Affirm Individual Choice.”  Allow groups to present researched information on their chosen state.

· Day 4: Reflect on all three approaches. Invite students to choose an approach to summarize. After summaries have students identify common ground, examine trade-offs, and consider consequences.
· Day 5: At the beginning of class, use the Issue Map on pages 14-15 to review all approaches before beginning the forum.

Introduce Issue:  Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Pre-Forum Questionnaire) Date(s) _______

Begin each day with an open activity which will serve as your attention grabber or Bell ringer.

· Day 1:
·  a) Introduce NIF Guidelines and Concepts using (Lessons #8 & #9). To guarantee that all differentiated styles of learning are being addressed, place students in groups throughout the process.  The class should be broken into five to six alternating groups with no more than four students to a group. Be sure to mix your higher level readers with your lower level achievers.  Each group will be assigned a guideline from the guidelines chart and must create a two to three minute skit explaining their selected guideline.  After each group presents, invite students to add to the list of guidelines.
·  b) Allow students to choose their class moderator for the forum (optional).  The moderator will conduct the forum, making sure all students contribute and that no one student dominates the conversation while on task.  Teacher will assign a class recorder who will keep a recorded list of all highlighted points
·  c) Cover the forum process by highlighting the seating arrangement (circular) and clarify the purpose.  Explain that the forum is not a debate, but a deliberation.
·  d) Introduce the issue. You may bring in your own supplemental reading materials or you may use the class textbook. 
· e) Have students complete the pre-forum questionnaire (p. 3.47).
· Day 2:  Have students define popular sovereignty. The term should be written boldly on the board. Examine the term to ensure that all students have a good understanding of its definition.

· Day 3:  The class will examine a picture that depicts the civil war within Kansas known as “Bleeding Kansas.” Invite students to provide their interpretation of the illustration.
· Day 4:  Have students write on their own paper their answer to the big picture question. Invite students to share their answers with the class. Encourage students to listen and respect others opinion. 
· Day 5: Before deliberation, determine how much time will be allotted for deliberating each approach. For example, if your school is on block schedule, you may elect to spend twenty-five minutes on each approach with the remaining fifteen minutes to summarize and complete post forum surveys. Remind moderator to clarify which approach is being addressed and to inform students when there is five minutes remaining for each approach. Next, take time to review NIF guidelines before beginning deliberation 
Deliberating the Choices:  (Forum) Dates    ===or===== Instructional Process: (Pre-Forum Questionnaire/Student Roles/Forum) Date(s) _______
· Day 1: After being placed into small cooperative groups, students will begin Approach One: “Remember Our Ideals.”  Each group will analyze the importance of the Missouri Compromise by using a hierarchical diagram to highlight the main points.
· Day 2: Begin the day’s discussion covering Approach Two: “Affirm Individual Choice.” Each group will be assigned a state. Each group will research their state’s position on slavery during the early 1800s (i.e. Alabama’s role in developing sectionalism) and determined whether it was a proslavery or anti-slavery state.  

· Day 3: Begin the day’s discussion with Approach Three: “Protect our Prosperity”. Each student will have a desk map. Through cooperative groups students will locate on a map areas affected by the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.

· Day 4: Each student will write a one page persuasive essay that explains which approach they most closely favor.

· Day 5: Reiterate the rules and forum process to the class. Place emphasis on the importance of respect and acceptance for diverse opinions.  This can be conducted by demonstrating the Do’s and Don’ts of the forum process. The deliberation process is now ready to begin.
Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabularies)

· Kansas-Nebraska Bill
· Missouri Compromise

· Popular sovereignty

· Morals

· Secession

· Sectionalism

· Compromise

· Pro-slavery

· Anti-slavery

Summary and Reflection: (What have you learned? /Post ===or===== Closure: (Reflection/What have you learned/Post-Forum Questionnaire) Date(s) _________
· Days 1-4: After deliberating the approach each day, the students will use a graphic organizer to write what they have learned and what they want to know. This organizer is given to assess students’ understanding and will be briefly addressed before continuing to another approach.

· Day 5: After successful deliberation, students will complete Post-Forum Questionnaires surveys (p. 3.53-3.61), found in the back of the NIF issue book. While students are writing be sure to critic the forum for yourself. If done immediately, you will ensure that you address each area that has room for improvement for any future forums.
Extension Activities: (What do you plan to do, i.e. PTA presentations, with other classes, etc.) Date(s)_____
Individual Activity

· Students will be assigned to construct a portfolio on the causes of the Civil War. The portfolio must include summaries, illustrations, maps, key people, resources, historical documents, court cases (Dred Scott Decision), Laws enacted (Fugitive Slave Act), etc.  
Group Activity
· Students will construct their own forum process which includes: a favorable issue, concepts and guidelines, researched materials on issue, three different approaches/ choices, tradeoffs and consequences as a class. Students should be placed in groups and each one should focus on a particular aspect of the forum process (i.e. setting the guidelines).  The students should be encouraged to choose an issue effecting their school, community, and state. After careful planning, the class will be required to introduce the deliberation process to the PTA president and other school officials. The class will then provide them with guidelines and a voted upon issue to be addressed at least one week prior to actual deliberation.  Participants will consist of students, parents, community leaders, and teachers who will actively participate in the entire forum process.
Assessment Strategies: Date(s) ____________

Test ____X____   Classroom Forum___________  Presentation _____ Oral Presentation _X___
