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National Standards: Alabama Course of Study 4(ALCOS4) Compare duties and functions of members of legislative, executive, and judicial branches of local, state, and national governments.  (National Standards) This lesson plan describes not only (VI) the power, authority, and governance of the U.S. government, but also (X) expresses civic ideals and practices of U.S. citizens.
Big Picture Question:  Is money corrupting politics or not?  If so, what can be done about it?
Preparing for the Forum (Introduction/Motivation):  (Day 1) Students will choose a colored (out of 3 colors) slip of paper from a hat as they enter the room.  Using the slip as a key, they will be seated in three groups representing the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.  The following activity is meant to create a real-world connection to the concept of campaign finance.  Each group will have a newspaper article describing their branch’s take on the issue at hand, “Money and Politics: Who Owns Democracy” (for instance, a news article about the Supreme Court decisions in Citizens United from January, 2010 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/22/us/ politics/22scotus.html ; an article about the McCain-Feingold legislation http://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-the-mccain-feingold-bill.htm ; and President Obama’s State of the Union speech from 2010 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/01/27/state-of-the-union-2010-full-text-transcript_n_439459.html.  Each group will also have a piece of butcher paper on which they should list three benefits of their position.  This will allow them a chance to do a bit of research on their issue for the forum.   Student groups will present their position; while they are the presenters, the remaining two groups should try to ascertain at least three conflicts between the position presented and their own position.  This will give them practice in the forum’s process of active listening.  When the last group has presented, the butcher papers should be hung about the classroom, so that all the students can see them.  Teacher should then lead a whole-group discussion on the possibilities for common ground between the three positions.  Students will then view the “Money and Politics: Who Owns Democracy?” video.  For homework, students should complete NIF Lesson 8: Focus on Forums.  Students should begin keeping a binder (teacher provided if possible) with all handouts, as they will be using them on a regular basis for the next several days.
Introduce Issue (Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Pre-Survey):  (Day 2) Students will be given “Discussion Starter I: What I Think Now” as they enter the classroom, allowing them time to organize their thoughts and review the previous day’s activities.  After finishing the handout, groups of four students (at least one higher level and one lower level reader per group) will engage in jigsaw reading of the NIF booklet’s summaries of the three positions on “Money and Politics: Who Owns Democracy.”  Using the group’s summaries, one note-taker (see nomination process below) will complete “Issue Book Handout I: Identifying the Choices;” completing this worksheet will help the individual members focus on the issue, illustrating both the strengths and weaknesses of each position.  The group leader (note-taker), who can be chosen by the teacher – either focusing on the charismatic student that all the children look up to, the special-needs student that will not be able to do some of the more in-depth work alone, or through a lottery, wherein the colored slips will include one piece per color with a star, will now lead the group though handouts 2 and 3.  These worksheets allow the students to get more in –depth with each of the positions, revealing their own biases and favorites among the choices.  Next, students will, using the assigned homework from last night, create a list of rules, procedures, and expectations for the upcoming forum, giving them ownership of the deliberative process.  Teacher should gently guide the discussion to reflect already established classroom rules, and NIF Guidelines.  Student groups will now be assigned the position that they will be expected to defend during the forum.   Students will complete the Pre-Forum Questionnaire as assessment for the day.  For homework, students should complete “Issue Book Handout 4: Recognizing Trade-Offs.”   
Deliberating the Choice (Forum):  (Days 3 and 4) During the day’s deliberative forum, students should consult their completed “Issue Book Handouts” 1 and 2, as well as Discussion Starter 1.  Students will complete “Discussion Starter 2: What I Think Now” while participating in the forum; again, practicing active listening.  Teacher (or a student chosen through an elective process) will act as forum moderator, guiding the conversation through Discussion Tips listed in Section 2, Step 3 of NIF Teacher Guide.  Teacher should be sure to remain objective throughout the forum.  Teacher should make it a point to elicit position statements from every group member.  Each group’s leader will act as note-taker, listing the key points covered during the discussion and making sure that each group member has been given a chance to speak.  As a closure, the teacher will lead a whole-group discussion around “Discussion Starter 3: Summing Up.”  For homework, students should complete “Discussion Starter 5: Questions I Still Have” in preparation for the classroom discussion on Day 5.
Content Identifiers (IDs/Vocabulary):  civic action; community; public service; policy; budget; action plan; political process; trade-off; decision making; opportunity cost; checks and balances; separation of powers; legislative; executive; judicial
Summary and Reflection (What has been learned? /Post-Survey):  (Day 5) Students will be given “Discussion Starter 4: What I Think Now” as they enter the classroom.  This worksheet will act as a quick review of the last two days, and a way for the students to own the forum.  After finishing the handout, students will share their questions they came up with during their homework assignment.  Without starting another forum, the whole class will respond to their peers’ questions and try to direct the questioner to a source where they may find an answer.  Students will now complete “Discussion Starter 7: What’s Next” in preparation for the project mentioned below.  As an assessment tool, students will complete Forum Assessments 1, 3, 5, and 6.
Extension Activities (What do you plan to do, i.e. PTA presentations, other classes, etc. /after the forum):  Students will be assigned an oral presentation project based on “Discussion Starter 7.”  Using pictures, art, and other media, students will present an activity they engaged in based on the forum just completed.  Choices include writing to an elected official; taking action in the community (this might include working on an election campaign; or donating to a community cause); organizing another forum (at church, home, etc.); or writing an article or letter to the local newspaper.
Assessment strategies:  Students will self-assess using “Forum Assessment” handouts mentioned above; evaluating everything from themselves, their peers, and the forum, to the teacher as moderator.  Students will also be assessed using classwork assignments listed throughout the lesson plan; homework assignments; and a rubric based assessment will be used for the oral presentation project following the forum.
Materials:  NIF Issue Book (“Money and Politics”); newspaper articles; NIF Issue handouts listed throughout the lesson plan; NIF Issue video; in-class technology; classroom art supplies (i.e. butcher paper, markers, etc.)
