Jefferson County and Shelby County Schools
National Issues Forums in the Classroom

LESSON PLAN

Teacher:  

Michelle Staton & Julie Caine

 

Date:  July 6, 2011
Grade:       7th
       Subject:  
Civics/Economics
_____Period: __________________

Standards: 
National Standard: IX – Global Connections
AlabamaCOS - Citizenship 
AL2 – Compare the government of the United States with other governmental systems.  

AL6 – Describe how people organize economic systems for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Using economic concepts to explain historical and current developments and issues in global, national, or local contexts.   
AL7 – Describe the relationship between the consumer and the marketplace in the economy of the United States.

AL9 – Identify individual and civic responsibilities of citizens of the United States.
AL11 – Describe examples of conflict 
AL12 – Explain how the United States can be improved by individual and collective participation and by public service.
Objective: Students will deliberate the issue of America’s future security.
Big Picture Question:  How can America build a more secure future?
Materials: You will need to order the following NIF resources at least 4 weeks in advance.  
· NIF Video and Issues Binder (order at no cost from www.nifi.org) 
· America’s Role in the World: Building a More Secure Future (downloadable version available)

· NIF posters to display (Guidelines for Forum) 
· Debate, Discussion, Deliberation Comparison Handout – in NIF binder
· Teacher prepared student folders with lessons 
· Video Recorder 
· Issue PowerPoint 
· Index cards   

· ‘Say Something’ handout (see attachment)– This handout is a template for student response

· Dictionary 
· Card Stock 
This lesson plan will take 12 days.

Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation) 






Day One 
NOTE: Begin using the NIF student handouts as bell ringers about two weeks before you begin the forum.  They should take about 10 minutes.

· Teacher will explain the deliberative process.(Use the Debate, Discussion, Deliberation handout)
· Students will view the NIF introductory video. 
· Students will define/identify important NIF vocabulary terms (IDs) in their composition notebook. Suggested terms to cover – public policy, public opinion, deliberation, trade-offs, forum.
· Students will work through the NIF lessons 1-7.
Introduce Issue:  Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Pre-Forum Questionnaire)


Day Two 
· Introduce the issue: America’s Role in the World PowerPoint
· Teacher will introduce Guidelines for forum procedures. Teacher will point out poster. Teacher will remind students of classroom discussion rules.

· Students will complete pre-forum questionnaire.
· Teacher will introduce roles: moderator, recorder, and participant. Students will vote for moderator and recorder. Teacher will reiterate that the moderate and recorder do not have an opinion.

Deliberating the Choices:  (Forum) Days Three-Ten
Differentiate Learning Activity Styles  
· Day three: Teacher and students will read Approach One: Preserving and Sharing Global Resources Together (pages 5-10). Students will define content identifiers in their forum notebooks while reading. Teacher will hand out Approach One synopsis from moderator’s guide. This will give students an easy reference while discussing the issue. 
· Day four: Desks should be set up in a circle so the students can see each other.  Make the point to students that they are on equal footing throughout the forum. The moderator should stand at a podium. The recorder may sit outside the circle. Moderator will go over rules and begin discussion. Students must wait to be called on. As students discuss, the recorder writes the comments. Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. Pass out of class: Students will write one point from the discussion on a post it note and place it on the door as they leave.

· Day five: Teacher and students will read Approach Two: Seeking Security through Free Trade Together (pages 11-15). Students will define content identifiers in their forum notebooks while reading. Teacher will hand out Approach Two synopsis from moderator’s guide. This will give students an easy reference while discussing the issue. 

· Day six: Desks should be set up in a circle so the students can see each other. The moderator should stand at a podium. The recorder may sit outside the circle. Moderator will go over rules and begin discussion.  Students must wait to be called on. As students discuss, the recorder writes the comments. Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. Pass out of class: Students will “turn and tell” a partner one point they agreed with and one point they disagreed with.
· Day seven: Teacher and students will read Approach Three: Promoting Democratization and Human Rights Together (pages 16-21). Students will define content identifiers in their forum notebooks while reading.  Teacher will hand out Approach One synopsis from moderator’s guide. This will give students an easy reference while discussing the issue. 

· Day eight: Desks should be set up in a circle so the students can see each other. The moderator should stand at a podium. The recorder may sit outside the circle. Moderator will go over rules and begin discussion.  Students must wait to be called on. As students discuss, the recorder writes the comments. Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. Pass out of class: Students will write a short paragraph about the day’s discussion.
· Day nine: Teacher and students will read Approach Four: Using Military Power to Secure the Peace together (pages 22-26). Students will define content identifiers in their forum notebooks while reading. Teacher will hand out Approach One synopsis from moderator’s guide. This will give students an easy reference while discussing the issue. 

· Day ten: Desks should be set up in a circle so the students can see each other. The moderator should stand at a podium. The recorder may sit outside the circle. Moderator will go over rules and begin discussion. Students must wait to be called on. As students discuss, the recorder writes the comments. Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. Pass out of class: Students will write one question they still have on a notecard.  Teacher will collect and answer for wrap-up.
Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabularies)

Approach one:
 sustainability, globalization, NGO (non-governmental organization), Resources                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Approach two:
 free trade, marketplace, NAFTA, WTO

Approach three:  democratization, ideology, Taliban, “Orange Revolution”, madrassas

Approach four:
 preemptive, unilateral, draft, commitment (of troops)
Summary and Reflection: (what have you learned? /Post-Forum Questionnaire) 



Day 11-12
Students will complete the post survey. Students will complete self-assessment rubrics from the NIF binder.

Teacher and students will “debrief” using the notes taken by recorder.

Students will compare their pre- and post-survey answers. They will write a reflection of how their responses changed (or didn’t change) using the surveys.  

Extension Activities: (What do you plan to do, i.e. PTA presentations, with other classes, etc.)   
Students may produce posters of each approach using pictures from magazines and quotes and pictures from the Internet.
Students may write to their U.S. Senator or Representative about their experience in the forum.
Students will invite community members to attend forums.

Assessment Strategies: Date(s) ____________

Students will complete self-assessment tools from the NIF binder. Students will be assessed on daily activities included in lesson plans.

After the Forum: Dates(s) ____________________

The teacher will invite comments from guests. Students will be given certificates of achievement. 
