Birmingham City Schools

National Issues Forums in the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Introduction

The first step in preparing for a National Issues Forum is to teach the NIF Guidelines for conducting a public forum.  A discussion of the NIF Guidelines is important to set the tone for a deliberation which is not a debate.  Teachers may design creative ways to review the guidelines, i.e. ask students to list important rules for a public discussion, then compare their rules with the NIF Guidelines; or, ask students in small groups to explain why each NIF guideline is important in a public discussion.  Before beginning this process, the teacher should read the entire NIF Binder to develop a clear picture of the deliberation process and the main focus for the lesson.  

Secondly, students should choose an issue for deliberation.  They may use an issue featured in a NIF issue book, or your class may decide on its own forum issue. Creating your own issue does require experience with the NIF deliberation process. Please know, whichever route your class takes, the strength of the forum is in the deliberation itself – the issue you choose is secondary. Choosing an issue that is of interest to your students is important to motivating student engagement in the process.  

 Birmingham City Schools

National Issue Forums in the Classroom

LESSON PLAN

Teacher:  Julie Caine, Montevallo City Schools

Date:  ___________________
Grade:       7th       Subject:  

Civics


Period: __________________

Standards: 
National Standard: V-Individuals Groups and Institutions
Alabama Course Of Study- (7th grade) Citizenship 
AL9 – Identify individual and civic responsibilities of citizens of the United States.
AL12 – Explain how the United States can be improved by individual and collective participation and by public service.
Objective: Students will deliberate the issue of the future of America’s public schools.
Big Picture Question:  What is the 21st Century Mission for our Public Schools?
Materials: 
You will need to order the NIF materials at least 4 weeks in advance. (Items in italics)

NIF Video and Teacher Binder (order at no cost from www.nifi.org), 
What is the 21st century Mission for our Public Schools? (copy for each student and teacher)
NIF posters to display (Guidelines for Forum). 
Introductory video. 
Teacher prepared student folders with lessons, 
Video Recorder, 
“Say Something”’ handout (attached)

Key terms handout (attached)

One dictionary per group 
Day One: Preparing for the Forum: 
NOTE: Begin using the NIF student handouts as bell ringers about two weeks before you begin the forum.  They should take about 10 minutes to complete and discuss daily.

· The Student will explain the deliberative process using the Debate, Discussion, Deliberation handout.
· Students will view the NIF introductory video. 
· Students will define/identify important NIF vocabulary terms (IDs) in their student folders.

·  Suggested terms to cover – public policy, public opinion, deliberation, trade-offs, forum.
Day Two: Introduce Issue 
· Brainstorm: What are schools for? (Teacher will write answers on the board; students will include brainstorm in their forum notebook.) 
· Introduce the issue: What is the 21st Century Mission for our Public Schools? (video)
· Teacher will introduce Guidelines for Forum Procedures. Teacher will point out poster. Teacher will remind students of classroom discussion rules.

· Students will complete pre-forum questionnaire.
· Teacher will introduce roles: moderator, recorder, and participants. Students will vote for moderator and recorder. Teacher will reiterate that the moderator and recorder are not biased to the positions taken.
Days Three - Eight:  Deliberating the Choices (Forum) 
Day Three: Introduction to Approach One
(Desks should be arranged in groups of four.)

· Students will be placed in groups of four.

· Each group will read Approach one: Prepare Students to be Successful in the Workplace (pages 7-10 in issue book).
· Students will work together, but each will be responsible for keeping their own notes
· While reading, the students will turn the subheadings into questions (example: Why does economic success hinge on education?) Students will have at least one answer for the question from each paragraph.
· Students will define content identifiers in their forum notebooks while reading.
Day Four: Forum - Approach One

(Desks should be set up in a circle so the students are face to face. Make a point to tell the students that they are arranged in this manner so no one student is above the other- all are on an equal footing and have an equal voice.)

· Before beginning the deliberation, the teacher should remind the students they may use their notes from the previous day. The teacher will direct the students to the summary of Approach One found on page 12 of the issue book (also Comparing Approaches on page 26.)

· The student moderator should stand at a podium. The recorder may sit outside the circle.
· Moderator will go over rules and begin deliberation. Students must wait to be called on. 
· As students deliberate, the recorder writes the comments. 
· Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. 
· Pass out of class: Students will write one point from the discussion on a post it note and place it on the door as they leave.
Day Five: Introduction to Approach Two

(Desks should be arranged in groups of four.)

· The students will return to their previous groups. 
· Students will read Approach two: Prepare Students to be Active and Responsible Citizens together (pages 13-16). 
· While reading, the students will find the main idea from each paragraph and place it in their notebooks. 
· Students will define content identifiers in their forum notebooks while reading.
· When they have finished reading the selection, each group must come to a consensus of the main idea for the whole reading. 
· Each group will share their main idea with the class.
Day Six: Forum - Approach two

(Desks should be set up in a circle.)

· Before beginning the deliberation, the teacher should remind the students they may use their notes from the previous day. The teacher will direct the students to the summary of Approach Two found on page 18 of the issue book (also Comparing Approaches on page 27).
· The student moderator will conduct the forum as the recorder takes notes.

· Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. 
· Pass out of class: Students will “turn and tell” a partner about one point they agreed with and one point they disagreed with and why.
Day Seven: Introduction: Approach Three
(Desks should be arranged in groups of four.)

· The students will return to their previous groups.
· Students will read Approach three: Help Students Discover and Develop their Talents together (pages 19-23). While reading, each group will synopsize the reading using one of the previous days’ models. Group choices will vary. 
· Each group will present their main idea.
Day Eight: Forum - Approach Three

(Desks should be set up in a circle.) 
· Before beginning the deliberation, the teacher should remind the students they may use their notes from the previous day. The teacher will direct the students to the summary of Approach Three found on page 25 of the issue book (also Comparing Approaches on page 27.). 
· The student moderator will conduct the forum as the recorder takes notes.

· Leave about five minutes at the end of class for a wrap up. 
· Pass out of class: Students will write a short paragraph about the day’s discussion.
Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabularies)

Approach one:
 prosperity, industrialized countries, demographics, obsolete
Approach two:
 diversity, mutual aid, explicit, implicit, service learning
Approach three: spontaneous, intelligence, inclusion, advocate
Days Nine-Ten: Summary and Reflection 
Day Nine:
· Teacher and students will “debrief” using notes taken by the recorder. Students may vote on the approach they think best solves the problem.

· Students will complete the post survey. 
· Students will complete self-assessment rubrics from the NIF binder (may assign as homework if not completed in class).

Day Ten:
· Teacher and students will look back at the pre-forum brainstorm and discuss the validity of the original responses to the question: What are Schools For?
· Students will highlight answers validated by the forum. 
· Students will discuss and record additions to the original brainstorm.
· Students will compare their pre-forum and post-forum questionnaire answers. They will write a reflection of how their responses changed (or didn’t change) using the surveys.  

Extension Activities:  
· Students may create political cartoons that illustrate each approach.
· Students may invite community members to attend forums.

· Students will select a delegation of students to present their conclusions to the school administration, city council, and school board. 
· Students will discuss how their school is supporting (or not supporting) the goals of 21st century education (as discussed in the forum).
Assessment Strategies: ongoing
· Students will complete self-assessment tools from the NIF binder. 
· Students will be assessed on daily activities included in lesson plans. 
· Forum notebook will be assessed for completion.
After the Forum: 
· Teacher will invite comments from guests. 
· Students will be given certificates of achievement. 
Key terms for “What is the 21st Century Mission of Our Public Schools?”

Use your dictionaries to look up the following terms.

Introduction

public policy
public opinion
deliberation
trade-offs
forum
Approach one:


Prosperity

industrialized countries

demographics

obsolete

Approach two:
 Diversity

mutual aid

explicit

implicit

service learning

Approach three:

spontaneous

 Intelligence (as in community)

inclusion

advocate

Page 1 of 1

