Birmingham City Schools

National Issues Forums in the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Introduction

The first step in preparing for a National Issues Forum is to teach the NIF Guidelines for conducting a public forum.  A discussion of the NIF Guidelines is important to set the tone for a deliberation which is not a debate.  Teachers may design creative ways to review the guidelines, i.e. ask students to list important rules for a public discussion, then compare their rules with the NIF Guidelines; or, ask students in small groups to explain why each NIF guideline is important in a public discussion.  Before beginning this process, the teacher should read the entire NIF Binder to develop a clear picture of the deliberation process and the main focus for the lesson.  

Secondly, students should choose an issue for deliberation.  They may use an issue featured in a NIF issue book, or your class may decide on its own forum issue. Creating your own issue does require experience with the NIF deliberation process. Please know, whichever route your class takes, the strength of the forum is in the deliberation itself – the issue you choose is secondary. Choosing an issue that is of interest to your students is important to motivating student engagement in the process.  

Birmingham City Schools
National Issues Forums in the Classroom

LESSON PLAN

Teacher: Gloria Baggett, Fairfield City Schools                                       Date:

Grade: Secondary                 Subject: United States History                  Period: 
Issue: America’s Role in the World: What does national security mean in the 21st century?
Standards: Alabama Course of Study Standard 12.13: Students will be able to explain the foreign policy of the U.S. and national security interests as they pertain to the role of the U.S. in the world community. National Social Studies Standards III, People, Places, and Environments

National Social Studies Standards VI, Power, Authority, Governance
Objectives: At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

· Describe the problems of national security in the U.S.

· Compare approaches in terms of security, national debit and global threats.

· Discuss various solutions and consequences 
Big Picture Question: What role does the U.S. play in a world, in an environment with diminished power, increased violence, economic competition and global threats? 

Materials: Issue Books, NIF Video, NIF Guidelines, Surveys, Questionnaire and NIF Binder
                 Video Clips

Day One: Whole Class/Cooperative Groups
Preparing for the Forum:
· View 9/11 Video Clip (CNN, United Streaming)

· View video clip of President Obama’s announcement of the capture of Osama bin Laden(CNN, United Streaming)
Cooperative Groups: Students will complete the following activities and engage in group discussion concerning their answers.

· View NIF Video (NIF Binder)

· What Is Public Opinion, p. 3.25 (NIF Binder)

· Understanding Public Policy, p. 3.27 (NIF Binder)

· Time to Deliberate, p.3.29 (NIF Binder)
Day Two: Whole Class

· Discuss NIF Guidelines and forum process. (NIF Binder)
· Provide students with their issue books
· Teacher will explain the various student roles and what is expected of them.
· Review NIF Goals

· Complete Pre-Forum Questionnaire (Issue Book)
Day Three: Cooperative Groups
· Review definition of a forum: Explain to students that a forum is a national open discussion of an issue that affects a group of people or a community. The goal of a forum is that all participants listen carefully to all points of view and then work together to decide what is important to everyone and to make decisions as a group.

· Begins goals by discussing Choice One, Two and Three

· Divide class into small groups of 4 or 5 (teacher discretion) 

· Each small group will select a recorder. 
· Each student will complete Discussion Starter One: 3.47

· Discuss Approach One: National Security Means Safeguarding the United States

· Summarize key elements in 25 words or less.

· Reflect on previous discussion by relating to National Standard III People, Places and Environments. 

· Examine Approach Two:  National Security Depends on Putting Our Economic House in Order

· Exit Slip, List 3 things you learned today.
Day Four: Cooperative Groups
· Reflect on Approaches 1 and 2 by relating to National Standard III People, Places and Environments
· Complete chart graph showing U.S. National Debt (In Trillions)

· Complete circle graph showing 2008 Military Spending (In Billions) 

· Source: U.S. Treasury (Provides students with this information for graphs)

·  Approach Three: National Security Means Recognizing That Global Threats Are Our Greatest Challenge
· Identify what countries have nuclear weapons.
· Evaluate how diseases such as HIV-AIDS, avian influenza (bird flu) and H1N1 flu can become a global threat.
· One sentence summarization.
Day Five: Whole Class/Forum
· Students will select a class moderator and a recorder
· Arrange seating in a circle

· Each will complete Discussion Starter 2: page 3.49

· Forum Begins

Day Six: Whole Class/Cooperative Group
· Student will reflect and sum up all three approaches.

· Complete Discussion Starters on page 3.59 (NIF Binder)
· Complete Post-Forum Questionnaire (Issue Book)
· Homework, Self and Peer Evaluations on pages 3.61 to 3.65 (NIF Binder)
Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabularies)

Unipolar, volatility, NATO, economy, recession, global, pandemic, imperil
Summary and Reflection: Students will reflect back to the big question and summarize their thoughts, also provide a brief summary statement. (Write on board, chart paper or overhead)

· Students will work in class to prepare a final statement on the issue.
· Students will complete the following activity. What I Think Now Activity p.3.47 (NIF Binder). They will be able to record their thoughts and opinions about the forum.
Extension Activities: (What do you plan to do, i.e. PTA presentations, with other classes, etc.) Date(s) 
Cooperative Groups:
Students will reach out to the ROTC and Government & Economic Teachers and explore other perspectives on the issues and present a power point presentation illustrating various solutions.
Assessment Strategies: Date(s) ____________

Test __________   Classroom Forum   X   Presentation _____Oral Participation X
Writing Assignment 
