Birmingham City Schools

National Issues Forums in the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Introduction

The first step in preparing for a National Issues Forum is to teach the NIF Guidelines for conducting a public forum.  A discussion of the NIF Guidelines is important to set the tone for a deliberation which is not a debate.  Teachers may design creative ways to review the guidelines, i.e. ask students to list important rules for a public discussion, then compare their rules with the NIF Guidelines; or, ask students in small groups to explain why each NIF guideline is important in a public discussion.  Before beginning this process, the teacher should read the entire NIF Binder to develop a clear picture of the deliberation process and the main focus for the lesson.  

Secondly, students should choose an issue for deliberation.  They may use an issue featured in a NIF issue book, or your class may decide on its own forum issue. Creating your own issue does require experience with the NIF deliberation process. Please know, whichever route your class takes, the strength of the forum is in the deliberation itself – the issue you choose is secondary. Choosing an issue that is of interest to your students is important to motivating student engagement in the process.  
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National Issues Forums in the Classroom

LESSON PLAN

From Welfare to Work: Who Should We Help and How?
Teacher:        Dana Wright – Ramsay High 
Date:  July 6, 2011


Grade:         11th             Subject: U.S History 11

 Period: __________________

Standards: (COS/ARMT/AHSGE) Explain causes and effects of the Great Depression on the people of the United States.
Objective: Students will use the deliberative process to evaluate the best public policy concerning welfare. 
Big Picture Question:  Why did the onset of the depression make it essential to have some form of social welfare? Is it still needed today? 
Materials:
· NIF Binder 
· National Issues Forums – Topic: From Welfare to Work: Who Should We Help and How? 
· Video of parliament 

· Powerpoint presentation or other method of introducing the issue. 













Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation) Date(s) Day 1
· Show video of members of a parliamentary body fighting. “What is the purpose of this body?” “How could they better achieve their goals?” 
· Cooperative Learning Activity: Jigsaw – Students will be grouped. Each group will receive a reading detailing the components of a forum (Lessons 1-7) found on pages 3.3 – 3.15 in the NIF material.  Each group will read the material assigned and create a one pager to share their information. 
· Teacher will define what a forum is and the guidelines associated with participation in a forum. 

Introduce Issue:  Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Presurvey) Date(s) Day 1 
Introduce Issue – Short power point presentation (Created by teacher) defining welfare and its history in the United States. 
Deliberating the Choices:  (Forum) Dates    ===or===== Instructional Process: (Pre-Forum Questionnaire/Student Roles/Forum) Date(s) _______
Present issue.  Pre-Forum Questionnaire. 
· Day 1: 
· Closure - Exit slip: What are the goals of deliberation? 

· Home work - Read forum book using jot notes. Write a one sentence summary of each position. 

· Day 2: Preparing for forum:

·  Set goals and guidelines for deliberation. Set roles. (Students may elect moderator) 

·  Introduce Choice 1: Privatize accounts
·  Deliberate Choice 1

· Closure: Exit Slip: I agree/disagree with this choice because…..

· Day3: Motivation: Reaffirm SS Promise

· Motivation: Review choice one: Political Cartoon illustrating choice one that all people who can work should.  

· Introduce choice two: Help those who can’t work

· Deliberate Choice Two
· Closure: National Issues Forums Discussion Starter 3.45: Recognize trade offs 

· Day 4: Motivation:

·  Review choice two by participating in Think – Pair- Share: Students will be paired and given a discussion question such as, “What were the strongest points made for choice two?”, “Who are the winners and losers when choosing choice two?” 
· Present and deliberate choice three: Prepare Productive Citizens 

· Create a KWL for each choice. 
· Day 5:
· Motivation: Sensory Figures – Create sensory figures for each approach. Be sure to take the choices perspective. 
·  Debrief and allow students to discuss where we should take action if any is necessary. Allow students to complete National Issues Forums Student Handout: 3.53 (What I Think Now – Post – Forum) and 3.59 (What’s Next) to gather ideas and process information. 

Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabularies)

· Forum 
· Welfare
· Roles of local, state, and federal governments

· Philanthropy 

· Productive citizen

Summary and Reflection: (what have you learned? /Post ===or===== Closure: (Reflection/What have you learned/Post-Forum Questionnaire) Date(s) Day 5 
· Post-Forum Questionnaire
Extension Activities: (What do you plan to do, i.e. PTA presentations, with other classes, etc.) Date(s) 
Create a piece of legislation that promotes the choice that you most agree with, consider the pros and cons presented during the deliberation and address these issues through your legislation. 
Assessment Strategies: Date(s) ____________

Test __________   
Classroom Forum ___________   Presentation ___________




Oral Presentation ____________
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