Birmingham City Schools

National Issues Forums in the Classroom

Lesson Plans

Introduction

The first step in preparing for a National Issues Forum is to teach the NIF Guidelines for conducting a public forum.  A discussion of the NIF Guidelines is important to set the tone for a deliberation which is not a debate.  Teachers may design creative ways to review the guidelines, i.e. ask students to list important rules for a public discussion, then compare their rules with the NIF Guidelines; or, ask students in small groups to explain why each NIF guideline is important in a public discussion.  Before beginning this process, the teacher should read the entire NIF Binder to develop a clear picture of the deliberation process and the main focus for the lesson.  

Secondly, students should choose an issue for deliberation.  They may use an issue featured in a NIF issue book, or your class may decide on its own forum issue. Creating your own issue does require experience with the NIF deliberation process. Please know, whichever route your class takes, the strength of the forum is in the deliberation itself – the issue you choose is secondary. Choosing an issue that is of interest to your students is important to motivating student engagement in the process.  
Birmingham City Schools
National Issues Forums in the Classroom

LESSON PLAN
Racial and Ethnic Tensions: What Should We Do?
Teacher:   Cindy D. Bell Martha Gaskins Middle School 
Date:  _____________________
Grade:         8th (Secondary)           Subject: World History
     Period: _________________
National Strands:  I Culture, IV Individual Development &Identity, II Time, Continuity & Change                           
Standards: (Alabama Course of Study/ARMT/AHSGE):  #3 Compare the development of early world religions, philosophies, and their key tenets. Identify cultural contributions of early world religions, philosophies, and their key tenets.   
Objective: To examine the state of race relations in the United States.                     
Big Picture Question: What steps can society take collectively to remedy the growing problem of race relations in the United States and the world?
Forum at a Glance:

· Day 1: Introduction, cooperative grouping/ check homework NIF #1-7/pre-questionnaire
· Day 2: Review homework and continue discussion on race relations

· Day 3: Cooperative groups assigned approaches to research (research continues as homework)
· Day 4: Students will present research findings/ watch video clips about culture, hate crimes, historic civil rights cases.
· Day 5: The forum begins/ roles selected by teacher/ seating is arranged in a circle.

· Day 6: Forum continues/closes/ post forum questionnaire is completed.

Materials:
· NIF guideline poster 

· NIF resources, rules, handouts, power-point, 
· classroom technology
· pupil supplies
· student portfolio (composition notebook for journaling)
· To Kill A Mockingbird
· forum video
· forum issue “Racial and Ethnic Tension: What Should We Do?” 
· http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_griswold.html 
(Scottsboro Boys, Mississippi Burning, Ghost of Mississippi, and The Untold Story of Emmitt Till)
· www.fbi.gov
· Speakfirst 
· www.census.gov/newsroom 
Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation) Date(s) _________

Day-1 Racial and Ethnic Tensions:  What Should We Do?

· The teacher will prominently display the NIF poster and guidelines. (Please order NIF booklets four or five weeks in advance or download material from the NIF website.)
· Teacher Suggestion: The established lesson plan timeframe may be expanded to thoroughly cover the material.
· Discussion Starter: Students will be asked a series of questions to determine how they feel about race relations in the United States.

· Example- Are You A RACIST?, Have you ever used a racial slur? (This Q&A will establish the purpose for exploring the issue Racial and Ethnic Tensions” What Should We Do?)
· Students will be given rubber bands and allowed to pull to discover what will happen when expanded. Teacher will explain tension and how if allowed to be pulled or stretched the rubber band will break; similarly if race relations are allowed to fester and break down there will be problems. 

Day-2 Introduce Issue:  Provide Context/Guidelines/Pre-Questionnaire) Date(s) TBD
· Students will be introduced to the basic forum principles including guidelines and rules. 
· Students will review their responses to homework assignment Lesson #1-7. 

· Assessment: Teacher will conduct NIF Knowledge Check #1-7 to determine students’ understanding of how policy and public opinion are established. 

· Students will complete Lesson #8-9by working in cooperative groups. 
· Teacher will assess students’ comprehension through Knowledge Check #8-9. 

· Students will write their thoughts in forum portfolio
· Students will complete forum pre-questionnaire.  

Instructional Process: (Research) Date(s) TBD   

Day-3 
· The teacher will recap and clarify previous day’s activities including vocabulary to activate prior knowledge and understanding.

· Students will be placed into three cooperative groups to conduct research on the three approaches to prepare for the forum: 
· Approach 1: Look Beyond Race and Ethnicity Students, 
· Approach 2: Build Self-Identity First, 
· Approach 3: Open All Doors to Everyone

· Possible group discussion starters and research links:

· Discussion Starter: What are hate crimes and why do they occur?

· Discussion Starter: What makes me different and how can I make a difference?

· Utilize: 

Cultural Diversity - Tips for communicating with cultural awareness 
· Speakfirst (You Tube video)
· Discussion Starter: What is the importance and history of civil rights policy?     

· Utilize: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/landmark_griswold.html 
· Students will complete NIF “What I think“ Now  worksheet

· Students will write their thoughts in forum portfolio  
· Homework: Continue research on their assigned Approach
Day-4
· Students will continue the research from Day 3 on the three approaches.

· Students will view short video clips on hate crimes. (Teacher may select from any of the following videos: Scottsboro Boys, Mississippi Burning, Ghost of Mississippi, and The Untold Story of Emmitt Till)
· Students will examine various high profile hate crime cases before beginning the deliberation process / Utilize: www.fbi.gov
· Reflection: Students will write their thoughts in forum portfolio

· Homework: Students will continue research and examine civil rights court case and hate crimes.  

Deliberating the Choices:  (Forum) Date(s) = or = (Continued)
Day-5
· Student Roles: Teacher will assign the role of moderator and recorder (However, teacher has the option to allow students to select their moderator and recorder. Moderator remains neutral throughout deliberation. He/she ensures that each approach receives equal time for deliberation. Recorder should take notes.)
· Students will use their research findings to participate in a deliberative discussion which features the issue: Racial and Ethnic Tensions: What Should We Do?  

· Students will complete NIF “In Your Community” questionnaire to analyze ethnic tension.

· Reflection: Students will write their thoughts in forum portfolio

Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabularies)

segregation, ethnic, tension, affirmative action, racism, hate crime, prejudice, identity, diversity, minority, colorblind, culture, immigrants, civil rights, multicultural, segregation, empowerment, racial profiling
Summary and Reflection: /Post=or= Closure: (Reflection/What have you learned/Post- Questionnaire) Date(s): TBD
Day-6
· Students will create personal action statements: “I will remedy race relations problems by…” 

· Students will compare all three approaches using graphic organizer or T-chart.
· Students will review all three approaches and summarize the impact of the forum in writing. 
· Students will decide which approach they deem as the most viable. Students will review daily reflections to complete homework assignments.
· Complete the evaluation and post-questionnaire forms.  

· Homework Assignment: Students will write a persuasive five paragraph essay to support their selected approach and explain why it was selected.
Extension Activities: (What do you plan to do, i.e. PTA presentations, with other classes, etc.) Date(s) TBD
· Final Product: Collaboratively students will complete an action statement poster to be displayed throughout the school. 

· Students will conduct a survey to determine the state of race relations within the school and community. 
· Students will present findings during the school PTA meeting. Possibly present action statement posters to Birmingham City Council.
· Students will participate in the Birmingham Pledge
Assessment Strategies: Date(s) ___________
Test __________   
Classroom Forum ___X_______   Presentation ____X_______

Oral Presentation ____________
Students will be assessed through post forum survey.

