Birmingham City Schools
National Issue Forum in the Classroom

Lesson Plan: The Social Security Struggle 
Teacher: Wilena S. McCarter 
Date:  
TBA

Grade:  11th
      

Subject:  U.S. History
   
 Period: 1-7              School: Woodlawn High  

Standards: (COS/ARMT/AHSGE) 
· (COS - 6 ) Explain causes and effects of the Great Depression on the people of the United States.
· (AHSGE VII – 1)  Analyze the advent and impact of the Great Depression and the New Deal on American life.

· (COS - 6) Describe social and economic conditions from the 1920s through the Great Depression, factors leading to a deepening crisis, and successes and failures associated with the programs and policies of the New Deal.
· (National Standard VI) Power, Authority, Governance

· (National Standard V) Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

Objective:
·  (AHSGE VII – 1B) Identify and analyze the course of the Great Depression and its impact on American life.
· (NIF) Students will use the deliberative process to evaluate the best public policy concerning social Security. 
Big Picture Question: 
· Why did the onset of the Depression make it essential to have some form of Social Security? Is it necessary for the government to continue to provide these benefits?

Materials: 
· National Issues Forum – Topic: The Social Security Struggle booklets, You Tube Segment, LCD Projector, photographs, Computer, and Elmo

Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation)  
· Listen to comments from George Sokolsky and Francis Perkins on Social Security.  Create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting their opinions. http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/social-security-act#section-16122  Explain to students that many people have debated the SS issue with little to no resolution. Today we will deliberate the issue. 
Introduce Issue:  Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Presurvey) 
· If students are not familiar with the deliberative process start here: Cooperative Learning Activity: Jigsaw – Students will be grouped. Each group will receive a reading detailing the components of a forum (Lessons 1-7) found on pages 3.3 – 3.15 in the NIF material.  Each group will read the material assigned and create a one pager to share their information.  
· Student presentations and the teacher will define what a forum is and the guidelines associated with participation in a forum. 
   If students have participated in forums before start here: 
· Take pre survey. (Document found on the Moderator’s handout)
· Reciprocal Teaching Activity with DBQ: Students will read chunked text explaining the Social Security Act and will draw conclusions based on the readings. http://www.scribd.com/doc/4097523/20s-30s-Worksheets-The-Roaring-Twenties-Great-Depression The document for Social Security can be found on page 13 in the linked documents 
Deliberating the Choices:  (Forum) 
· Day 2: Motivation: CBS News reports on the 70th anniversary of Social Security in 2005
Source: "Social Security Turns 70," www.cbsnews.com, Aug. 16, 2005   introduce Choice 1: Prioritize accounts  Deliberate Choice 1
· Day 3: Motivation: Reaffirm SS Promise President Barack Obama talks about privatizing Social Security during a Sep. 19, 2008 campaign speech in Coral Gables, FL
Source: "Obama Slams McCain on the Markets, Privatizing Social Security," www.youtube.com (accessed Nov. 24, 2009) [image: image1.png]


 Deliberate Choice 2 
· Day 4: Motivation: Deliberate Choice 3: The students will analyze the political cartoon “Social Security or Calamity?” using the Teacher Created Materials Format. (handout) 

     Link: http://blog.teachstreet.com/learn-new-things/social-security-or-calamity-part-4-of-4/
· Day 5: Present students with quotes from the NIF booklet. Allow students to write if they agree or disagree with the quotes. Debrief and allow students to discuss where we should take action if any is necessary. Allow students to complete National Issues Forum Student Handout: 3.53 (What I Think Now – Post – Forum) and 3.59 (What’s Next) to gather ideas and process information. 

Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabulary)

· Partisan, Social Security, Deliberate, Forum
Summary and Reflection:  
· Post – survey (Document found on the Moderator’s handout)
Closure: 
· The students will create a chart on at least two causes and two effects of

       the Social Security Act. Then label the effects as positive or negative.

       Link: http://www.irs.gov/app/understandingTaxes/whys/thm02/les04/media/ws_thm02_les04.pdf
Extension Activities:   
· Write a letter to your congressperson encouraging him/her to take your approach on the Social Security struggle. Be sure to clearly state your position and at least 3 supporting statements on why this is the most effective solution. 
Assessment Strategies: 

Test _______  
Classroom Forum   X            Presentation ______    Oral Presentation  X
