Birmingham City Schools

National Issue Forum in the Classroom

Lesson Plan: The New Challenges of American Immigration:  What Should We Do?

Teacher: Wilena S. McCarter 
Date:  
TBA

Grade:  11th
      
Subject:  U.S. History
   
 Period: 1-7 

School: Woodlawn High  
Standards: (COS/ARMT/AHSGE)
· (COS 11 - 1) Explain the transition of the United States from an agrarian society to an industrial nation prior to World War I.

· (AHSGE Standard 5) Evaluate the concepts, developments, and consequences of industrialization and urbanization.
· (National Standard I) Culture

· (National Standard II) Time, Continuity, Change

· (National Standard III) People, Places, and Environments

· (National Standard IV) Individual Development & Identity

· (National Standard V) Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

· (National Standard VI) Power, Authority, Governance

· (National Standard IX) Global Connections
Objective:
· (COS 11 - 3) Describe the concepts, developments, and consequences of industrialization and urbanization.

· (COS 11 - 5) Describing the impact of entrepreneurship and mutual aid on the lives of African Americans and immigrants.

Big Picture Question:
· Why would people leave their homeland and start a new life in a foreign country?
Materials:
National Issues Forums – The New Challenges of American Immigration:  What Should We Do? Booklets 
You Tube Segment, LCD Projector, photographs, Computer, and Elmo
Preparing for the Forum: (Introduction/Motivation)   
TCM Photograph Analysis:  Immigrants on the S.S. Amerika:  The student will study the photograph for two minutes and then respond to the following questions:
· What are your overall impressions of the photograph?

· Divide the photograph into quadrants and study each quadrant in depth.  What new details become visible?

· List all the people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

· List questions that are raised in their minds relative to the photograph.
Introduce Issue:  Provide Context/Guidelines/Student Roles/Presurvey)  
Day 1

· Background Information: PowerPoint:  The teacher will present a Powerpoint on Immigration: Past and Present.
· If students are not familiar with the deliberative process start here: Cooperative Learning Activity: Students will be grouped. Each group will receive a reading detailing the components of a forum (Lessons 1-7) found on pages 3.3 – 3.15 in the NIF material.  

· The teacher will define what a forum is and the guidelines associated with participation in a forum.
Deliberating the Choices:  (Forum) 
Day 2: Approach 1: America’s Changing Face: Is There Too Much Difference:
· Motivation: Youtube Video Segment: The students will view a video segment on Immigration. After discussing the video, the students will be grouped and given the task of compiling two sentences to support whether they agree or disagree with the video. Each group will present there responses to the class.
· The students will take a Pre-Survey. (Document found on the Moderator’s handout)

· The students will deliberate Choice 1. (Debrief students for understanding)
Day 3: Approach 2: A Nation of Immigrants: Remembering America’s Heritage
· Motivation:  The students will analyze the poster “Melting Pot” and answer two document based questions (TCM p. 67 - handout).     
· The students will deliberate Choice 2. (Debrief students for understanding)
· Exit slip:  Have students to write a journal entry of today’s experience.
Day 4: Approach 3: A Matter of Priorities:  Putting Economics First 

· Motivation: The students will analyze the primary document “American Immigration.”
Question: Based on this document, identify one reason many native-born Americans in the late 1800s were in favor of restricting immigration. (handout)

Link:  http://www.nysedregents.org/Grade8/SocialStudies/20060608book2.pdf
· The students will deliberate Choice 3. (Debrief students for understanding)

· Exit slip:  Have students to write a journal entry of today’s experience.

Day 5: Forum Discussion
· Debrief and allow students to discuss where we should take action if any is necessary. Allow students to complete National Issues Forum Student Handout: 3.53 (What I Think Now – Post – Forum) and 3.59 (What’s Next) to gather ideas and process information. 
Content Identifiers: (ID’s / Vocabulary)
· immigrants, forum, deliberate
Summary and Reflection: (Reflection/What have you learned/Post-Survey) 

· Complete Post-Forum Questionnaire (Document found on the Moderator’s handout)
Closure:  

· In groups, students will create a list of the Pros (Advantages) and Cons (Disadvantages) on Immigration.  (TCM - p.53)  Each group will discuss their list with the class.
Extension Activities: 
Advertisements:   Students will create an advertisement on immigrants looking for job opportunities in the United States.  The assignment will include a title written in bold letters and at 
least three jobs listings.  For each job listing, include a catchy heading, a two-sentence description of job, and an appropriate visual. The students may use Microsoft Word or Publisher to create this assignment. (History Alive Activity Handout)
Rubric: http://www.uen.org/Rubric/rubric.cgi?rubric_id=19557
Assessment Strategies: 

Test -   _______ 
Classroom Forum - X   Presentation -  ________    Oral Presentation - X



