
Hurricane Katrina Relief:
What Do WE Do Now?
___________
Overview

Hurricane Katrina ravaged the Gulf Coast on August 29, 2005, leaving over a million people homeless or living in unstable, unsanitary conditions. This has been deemed the largest natural disaster in the history of this country. While all levels of government are mobilizing to rescue, evacuate, and resettle victims of this catastrophic event, individuals and communities are often left wondering how best to help.  The task is so overwhelming that every American individual and community must join in the responsibility of helping the millions affected by this crisis.  Our discussion centers on “How can our resources best be used to help Hurricane Katrina victims?”

Approach 1: Give Money	





				





Hurricane Katrina affected the rich and poor alike. The needs of the victims vary so much and are so different that we can’t possibly know how to prioritize them. People should just give money to the agencies experienced in emergency management or to the victims.          


_____________________





What Can Be Done?


Contribute to community fund drives


Contribute to Red Cross


Leverage financial donations through matching fund programs


Hold fund drives at work, school, and places where people gather.


Identify needy families and contribute directly to them.





In Support


Almost every one has some amount of money at their disposal, so participation is maximized.


Recipients know best what they need and can use own best judgment.


Young children with basic awareness of the crisis can participate and exercise social responsibility.





In Opposition


It’s impersonal.


Money is more easily mismanaged than other resources by agencies.


Hurricane victims could misuse or misapply the funds.











Approach 3:  Provide Shelter 





Approach 2:  Give Resources





	





The affected areas are heavily littered with debris and are contaminated with mold, sewage, and nascent infections. The residents should be temporarily or permanently resettled while qualified agencies and personnel can clean up and rebuild. We can best help by re- ceiving and supporting those families.


______________________





What Can Be Done?


Share your home with an evacuated individual or family.


Give to agencies that provide shelter for evacuees.


Contribute funds for evacuee to stay in housing in the community.


Contribute funds for evacuee to stay in housing outside of community.





In Support


Contaminated homes will only make victims ill. They should resettle, if only temporarily.


Evacuees can more easily recover if removed from the devastation.


Affected children can resume education right away.


Adults have a better chance of finding employment.





In Opposition


Taking people away from their roots is psychologically damaging.


Quality of education in affected areas may be lower, thus creating additional stress for evacuated youth.


Culture shock will add stress to evacuated family from the Gulf Coast.


Personal safety may be at risk.


It would put more strain on our   schools, housing, and businesses to absorb the influx of people.





.











The wheels of bureaucracy grind slowly. People with skills, clothing, food, and supplies can respond more quickly to urgent needs and should not hesitate to act. Manpower and supplies are always the first resources needed in disasters. Appropriate avenues of funding can always be identified later. ______________________





What Can Be Done?


Individuals with specific skills can work as volunteers.  


Donate items to community supply drives.


Donate items to Red Cross supply drives


Hold supply drives at work, school, and places where people congregate.


Identify needy families and give donations directly to them.





In Support


Trained individuals with specific skill sets are needed in times of disaster.


Spreads responsibility for buying to more people, alleviating workload of critical emergency personnel.


Retail and food stores are more available in non-affected areas.


People can donate from their excess supplies or inventory.





In Opposition


Manpower flooding the area can get in the way of rescue and evacuation efforts.


The logistics of distribution should be centralized.


It may not be safe for outsiders.


We don’t know what families need.


National security may be compromised.














