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Facing Democracy’s Challenge

A Political
Conversation of

A Different Kind

The Places

Orange County, California; Panama City, Florida; Columbia, Missouri;
Hempstead, New York; Austin, Texas; and the National Press Club,
Washington, D.C.

The Questions

Fed up with politics and a widening partisan divide, many Americans are turning
away from public life. We are, most of us, often spectators rather than participants
in a political process that seems to have little to do with citizens.

* What has gone wrong?
* What should we do about it?

The Players

At the center of this program are American citizens, in serious deliberation in
National Issues Forums around the nation, and a distinguished panel of nationally
known political leaders and commentators, who reflect on what this “public voice”
may mean 1n setting a direction for America.

Host Frank Sesno

e Congressman Allen Boyd, Florida

e Cole Campbell, Dean, Reynolds School of Journalism

e Congressman Eljjah Cummings, Maryland

e E.J. Dionne, The Brookings Institution, and syndicated columnist,
The Washington Post

e Richard Harwood, President, The Harwood Institute, and author,
Hope Unraveled

e Michel Martin, Program Host, National Public Radio, and
Contributing Correspondent, ABC News

e David Mathews, President, Kettering Foundation

* Lynn Neary, Host and Correspondent, National Public Radio

e Senator Jeff Sessions, Alabama

* Jill Zuckman, Chief Congressional Correspondent, Chicago Tribune




